Name:_____________________________ Date:_____________  Period:______
Animal Cell Lab (Cheek Cells)

Procedure:

1. Put a drop of water onto the slide.

2. Scrape the inside of your cheek with a toothpick.  Swirl the toothpick in the drop of water on your slide.  THROW THE TOOTHPICK AWAY!

3. Place a SMALL drop of methylene blue on the slide.  Place a coverslip over the specimen.

4. Use a paper towel to draw out the stain from the slide (this lightens the dye on the slide).

5. Use the microscope to view your cells.  Start with the low power objective to find the cells. Cells should be visible, and will look like clear purplish blobs.  Draw what you see.  Switch to the medium objective and focus again.

6. Before switching to the high power objective be sure that the cell you are observing is located in the middle of the viewing area.  Move the slide until it is in the middle.  Once you have positioned it correctly and focused, switch to the high power objective.

7. Sketch the cells on the high power objective.  Label the nucleus, cytoplasm, and cell membrane.
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